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JOINT PRESS RELEASE

CECE, CEMA and UNIDROIT call for adoption of the MAC Protocol
to boost equipment financing in Europe

Brussels, 27 February 2025 — European industry leaders from the construction, agriculture and legal
sectors gathered in Brussels yesterday to discuss the benefits of the Mining, Agriculture, and
Construction (MAC) Protocol and its potential to improve equipment financing across Europe and
globally.

The event, co-organized by the Committee for European Construction Equipment (CECE), the European
Agricultural Machinery Association (CEMA), and the International Institute for the Unification of
Private Law (UNIDROIT), focused on how the MAC Protocol can facilitate an easier and safer access to
credit when investing in high-value machinery. By creating a common international legal framework,
the protocol will help reducing financial risks and improve lending conditions—particularly for small
and medium-sized businesses.

CECE President Jose Antonio Nieto called the MAC Protocol a major step forward for the industries
represented, stating: "The MAC Protocol is a game-changer for our sectors. It is designed to enhance
legal certainty, facilitate access to credit, and support investment in high-value equipment, including
machinery used in construction, agriculture, and mining. These industries form the backbone of
European infrastructure development, food security, and resource management. By reducing financial
risks and improving asset-based financing options, the MAC Protocol opens new doors for companies
of all sizes—especially SMEs—to expand their operations and invest in innovation."

CEMA Secretary General Jelte Wiersma underlined the benefits for the agricultural sector, adding:
"Farmers need modern, efficient machinery to stay competitive and meet sustainability goals, but
access to financing can be a real hurdle. The MAC Protocol can help change that by making financing
more accessible and predictable. This will allow more farmers to invest in the equipment they need to
produce food efficiently and sustainably."

UNIDROIT Secretary-General Ignacio Tirado highlighted the broad impact of the protocol and the
importance of international cooperation in making it a reality: "The MAC Protocol has been developed
through years of collaboration between legal experts, industry representatives, and governments. It
offers a clear and effective framework for financing equipment across borders, reducing costs, and
creating a more secure environment for lenders and businesses alike."

Throughout the event, speakers and participants discussed the practical benefits of the MAC Protocol,
what its adoption would mean for European industries and the next steps required for implementation
at both the national and EU levels. There was broad agreement that bringing the protocol into force
would strengthen European manufacturers, improve financing conditions, and support long-term
investment in innovation and sustainability.

CECE, CEMA, and UNIDROIT are calling on European governments and industry stakeholders to move
forward with ratifying the MAC Protocol, recognizing its potential to boost economic growth and
competitiveness across key industrial sectors.
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For more information on the MAC Protocol and its benefits, please visit UNIDROIT’s website.
To access slides presented at the event, visit this link.
Media Contacts:

e CECE:
Roma Guziak, Senior Communications Manager
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enrica.belfiori@cema-agriorg

e UNIDROIT:
William Brydie-Watson, Senior Legal Officer
w.brydie-watson@unidroit.org

About CECE:

CECE, the Committee for European Construction Equipment, represents the interests of 1,200 construction
equipment manufacturers through national trade associations in Europe. CECE manufacturers generate €40
billion in yearly revenue, export a sizeable part of the production, employ around 300.000 people overall. They
invest and innovate continuously to deliver equipment with highest productivity and lowest environmental
impact. Efficiency, safety and high-precision technologies are key. See also www.cece.eu.

About CEMA:

CEMA aisbl (www.cema-agri.org) is the association representing the European agricultural machinery industry.

With 11 national member associations, the CEMA network represents both large multinational companies and
numerous European SMEs active in the sector. CEMA represents about 1,300 manufacturers, producing more
than 450 different types of machines with an annual turnover of about €40 billion and 150,000 direct employees.
CEMA companies produce a large range of machines that cover any activity in the field from seeding to
harvesting, as well as equipment for livestock management.

About UNIDROIT:

UNIDROIT is one of the world’s leading intergovernmental organisations responsible for the harmonisation of
international private law and international commercial law. UNIDROIT is responsible for the creation of treaties,
model laws, legal principles, rules and legal guides in various fields of private and commercial law. UNIDROIT's
work facilitates trade, contributes to international sustainable development, promotes education, advances
international cooperation and exchange, and closes cultural gaps. Established in 1926, UNIDROIT has 65 Member
States from across five continents that represent a variety of different legal, economic and political systems as
well as different cultural backgrounds. Learn more: https://www.unidroit.org/
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